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   A. Curriculum framework meaning, importance and its purpose. 
 

Unit Structure 

2.5.1. Learning Objectives 

2.5.2. Introduction 

2.5.3. Learning Points and Learning Activities 

2.5.3.1. Curriculum framework- its Significance in School Education 

Check Your Progress-1 

2.5.3.2. Curriculum- its Significance in School Education 

Check Your Progress-2 

2.5.3.3. Syllabus- its Significance in School Education 

Check Your Progress-3 

2.5.4. Let us summarize 

2.5.5. Answer to Check Your Progress 

2.5.6. Unit end Exercises 

2.5.7. References 
 

2.5.1. Learning Objectives 

After studying this Unit, the student teachers will be able to 

• Explain the curriculum framework in the context of school education. 

• Analyse the significance of curriculum in school education. 

• Explain the significance of syllabus in school education. 
 

2.5.2. Introduction 

Curriculum is a means to achieve the goals of education. These goals of education 

are decided by the philosophical, sociological, economic and technical focus of the nation. 

The goals of education are formed according to the goals of the nation. These goals are 
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common to all schools within the country. Apart from these some global goals are also 

formed as goals of education. These goals are to be understood by everyone working in the 

field of education. Curriculum also is framed based on these goals and contributes to achieve 

the goals. With this view, there needs to be a common curriculum framework for the whole 

country which informs the goals of education, methodologies, content, role of teacher, 

school and students with this focus of achieving goals. This should be communicated to all 

interested in the field of education. This is known as national curriculum framework. The 

framework keeps changing according to the needs of the societies and policies in Education. 

A new educational policy has been proposed recently in 2019 which seeks to address the 

challenges of: (i) access, (ii) equity, (iii) quality, (iv) affordability, and (v) accountability 

faced by the current education system. The curriculum framework, curriculum that is derived 

from the framework, the syllabus that is derived from the curriculum are all significant in 

the educational process. We shall see in the present unit, how and why these aspects are 

important. 

2.5.3. Learning Points and Learning Activities 

2.5.3.1. Curriculum Framework- its Significance in School Education 
 

School is crucial in preparing children to become their future selves. School is an 

agency for socialization-which build a network of friends and like-minded community 

teamwork. These school activities are based on curriculum. The whole life of school becomes 

the curriculum which touch the life of students at all points and help in the evolution 

of their balanced personality. 

In some cases, people see the curriculum entirely in terms of the subjects that are 

taught and a set-out within the set of textbooks, and forget the wider goals of competencies 

and personal development. This is why a curriculum framework is important. It sets the 

subjects within these wider contexts and shows how learning experiences within the subjects 

need to contribute to the attainment of the wider goals. 

Meaning of curriculum framework 

A Curriculum framework is a supportive structure to help schools to plan and develop 

their own curriculum. It comprises a set of interlocking components, including essential 

learning experiences, generic skills, values, attitudes, and key-learning areas. Curriculum 

framework is one of the most important tools in ensuring consistency and quality in a 

curriculum system. 

Curriculum is usually a document or a set of documents that sets standards for 

curriculum and provides the context in which subject specialists develop syllabuses. A 
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curriculum framework is an organized plan or set of standards or learning outcomes that 

defines to be learned in terms of clear, definable standards of what the student should know 

and be able to do. 

Definition of curriculum framework 

Curriculum frame work is a document that sets standards for curriculum and provides 

the context (available resources) capabilities of teachers and system support in which subject 

specialist develop syllabuses. It is usually a single document which is supplemented by 

other materials to guide the implementation of specific parts of framework. These may 

give more detailed specification or guidance by individual year, subject or learning area, 

addressing the requirements of the school system, individual schools and the classroom. 

The documents may include syllabuses, programmes of study, year plan and lesson plans. 

They may be developed locally or by individual teachers, and may have the status of support 

material or official documents which must be used. A curriculum framework describes the 

educational environment in which syllabus (or subject specific outlines of objectives, 

outcomes, content and appropriate assessment and teaching methodologies) can be 

developed. Curriculum framework defines a set of curricular standards which enables 

a range of curriculum to co-exist, on the provision that each curriculum implies with 

specific criteria. A curriculum framework is therefore a very useful mechanism for allowing 

flexibility and diversity among countries within an affiliation of or ethnic groups within a 

single state each individual system can maintain the identity of its own curriculum 

while ensuring consistency and quality through compliance with a set of agreed standards 

expressed in the framework. 

A curriculum framework is most commonly developed at a national level, but a form 

of curriculum framework could be developed at the international level by a group of countries 

with similar goals and educational environments. 

Need for curriculum framework 

• To develop qualities that make a child socially effective and happy in various 

social settings such as friendliness, cooperativeness, self-disciplines, self- 

control, love for social justice etc. 

• To develop pre-vocational/vocational skills, willingness to work hard, dignity 

of manual work and job satisfaction. 

• For understanding of the environment and its limited resources and the need 

for conservation of natural resources and energy. 

• To develop ability to appreciate and discover beauty in various life situations 

and integrate it into ones own personality. 
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• To develop knowledge of scientific methods of inquiry and its use in solving 

problems. 

• To facilitate schools and teachers to make decision about choice of content, 

pedagogy, teaching, and learning material, evaluation etc, at school level. 

• To give schools and teachers flexibility and ownership to plan and develop 

alternative curriculum modes to meet their varied needs. 

• To help to review school curriculum, learning and teaching strategies and to 

develop school assessment policy. 

• To help the teacher in becoming reflective practitioner who learns from their 

own experience. 

• To emphasize learning with understanding and learning to learn, and helps 

children develop their own understanding based on their life experiences. 

• To set out what students should know, value, and be able to do at the various 

stages of schooling. 

We also see few functions of curriculum framework in the field of school education. 

Functions of curriculum framework 

Few functions of curriculum frame works are as follows— 

• It defines a set of curriculum standards that enable a range of curricula to co- 

exist on the provision that each curriculum compiles with specific criteria. 

• It functions as a tool that may assist teacher to put the national policy on 

education—educating our future into practice. 

• It develops certain quality standards for curriculum, evaluation is also needed. 

• Gives guidance to syllabus and text book writers. 

Once a curriculum framework is agreed, other documents can be developed including 

most importantly subject or learning area, syllabuses and text books. It determines the 

detail of a range of other policy and funding priorities. 

In curriculum framework, we see few related factors that build the relationship between 

curriculum and aims of education. The structure demands workable principles and criteria 

in most of the areas such as selection and organization of content, ways of interacting with 

children and classroom organization, type of teaching learning material, etc. The fundamental 

assumptions a curriculum framework uses, needs to be internally consistent, as clearly 

articulated as possible, and acceptable to all stake holders. 
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Finally, operational definitions have also been placed for consideration to facilitate 

the process of curriculum development. 

We see that, curriculum framework is part of an outcome-based education or standards 

based education reform design. The framework is the second step- defining clear, high 

standards which will be achieved by all students. The curriculum is then aligned to the 

standards and students are assessed against the standards. 

NCERT is the official agency in India for deciding the curriculum framework for 

schools. In India during 2005 National Curriculum framework (NCF-2005) the new policy 

was drafted (NCF-2005, 2012). 

NCF is a needful feature of national education system. 
 

National education system is a common education system at a different level. This 

aims to bring minimum level of learning at all levels providing minimum facilities to all 

schools of nation so that specific quality of education can be provided to children. It is an 

approach to minimize the provincial inequalities among children. 

NCF 2005recommends 
 

• Bringing arts, work, peace, health, physical education into the domain of the 

curricular infusing them in all areas of learning, while giving them an identity 

of their own at relevant stages. Enable learners to find their voices, nurture 

their curiosity to think, ask questions, integrate their experience with school 

knowledge rather than reproduce textual knowledge. 

• Shift from content-based testing to problem-solving and competency-based 

testing. 

• Use of technology in teaching-learning 

• Shift from teacher centric to learner centric with flexible designs, processes 

providing wider social context to learning as well as multiple and divergent 

exposures. 
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The elements and functions of curriculum framework: 
 

 
Elements Function/ Purpose 

1. Introduction to current 

context. 

Describes the social, economic environment in 

which educational policy is made and in which teach- 

ing and learning occur. 

2. 
 

Educational policy 

statements. 

Describes government goals for education such as 

universal literacy, development of skill for economic 

prosperity and creation of stable and tolerant soci- 

ety. 

3. 
Statement of Board 

learning objectives and 

outcomes for each level. 

Describes what students should know and be able 

to do when they complete their school education. 

Outcomes should be expressed in terms of domains- 

knowledge understanding skills, etc. 

4. 
Structure of the education 

system. 

Describes the school system within which the 

curriculum framework is to be applied- it should be 

specified as – 

- Number of years of schooling. 

- Stages of schooling and their durations. 

Number of teaching periods in school week. 

 
5. 

Structure of curriculum 

content, learning areas 

and subjects. 

Describes the pattern of subjects studied in each 

stage. A brief description of each subject, the 

number of hours to be assigned to each subject. 

 
6. 

 
Standards of resources 

required for 

implementation. 

Describes standards as they apply to- 

- Teachers- qualifications, teaching load. 

- Students- number per class in each subject. 

- Materials- textbooks, computers, etc. 

Facilities- classroom, furniture, etc. 

7. Teaching methodology. Describes the range of teaching approaches that 

might be employed in the implementation of the 

framework. 

 
8. 

 
Assessing and reporting 

student achievement. 

Describes the importance of assessing the extent to 

which students achieve the outcomes of each sub- 

ject, prescribes type of assessment strategies. 
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Other agreed elements can be added to the above list such as how content and 

student learning can be integrated, incorporation of competencies or any other matter which 

requires a standard to be defined. 

Check Your Progress- 1 

Some statements are given below. Read each one carefully and indicate the true 

statements with ‘✓’ and false statements with ‘x’ 

1. Each individual system can maintain the identity of its own curriculum without 

agreeing to the standard expressed in the framework. 

2. A curriculum framework is a mechanism that allows flexibility and diversity 

among countries. 

3. NCERT is the official agency in India in deciding the curriculum framework 

for schools. 

4. Curriculum framework doesn’t help school to review its curriculum. 

5. A curriculum framework facilitates schools and teachers to make decision about 

choice of content and pedagogy, evaluation, etc. at school level. 

2.5.3.2. Curriculum and its Significance in School Education 

In accordance with the NCF-2005, curriculum is significant in school education for 

the following reasons: 

● Curriculum works to all-round development of the child. It is child centered, 

develops all values. 

● Creates the citizenry conscious of their rights and duties, commitment to 

principles embodied in our constitution. This must be the priority of the school 

education. 

● Enables the younger generation to reinterpret and re-evaluate the past with 

reference to new priorities and emerging outlooks of a changing societal context. 

Significances of curriculum in the context of school education 

Impact of Curriculum on administrators- 

Administrators follow a detailed curriculum to help students achieve state and national 

standards of academic performance. The curriculum ensures that each school is teaching 

students relevant material and monitoring the progress of students from all types of 

backgrounds. 
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Impact on teachers- 

A school curriculum informs teacher what skills must be taught at each grade to 

ultimately prepare students to next level. In the absence of a curriculum, teachers would 

not know whether student are building a solid foundation to support learning at the next 

level. 

Impact on students- 
 

Curriculum outlines for students a sequence of courses and tasks, that must be 

successfully completed to master a subject, 

A good well-developed curriculum promotes skill development. A good curriculum 

allows student to ask Questions. Curriculum lays out the directions and the end point of the 

class. Curriculum allows schools, families to guide their expectations. It also enables them 

to teach important subjects like- literature, geography, science, etc. effectively this is so 

that families can support their children and to teach them properly. Curriculum develops 

democratic values- liberty, fraternity, and equality in the minds, of students. Curriculum is 

significant in every walk of life. 

Check Your Progress - 2 
 

Some statements are given below. Read each one carefully and indicate the true 

statements with ‘✓’ and false statements with ‘x’ 

1. Curriculum does not create the citizenry conscience of rights and duties. 
 

2. Curriculum works to all-round development of the child. 
 

3. Curriculum must design content for acquisition of knowledge through 

interdisciplinary studies. 

4. National learning is not a feature of human development. 
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5. Curriculum sets the framework for a course where education follow up the 

framework. 

2.5.3.3 Syllabus and its Significance in School Education 

Syllabus is a descriptive document of a course. It is the study of outline and timeline 

of a particular course. It will typically give a brief overview of the course objectives, course 

expectations, list of reading, assignments, homework deadlines, exam dates, etc. it connotes 

both the subject as well as the topics covered in the course of the study. 

The syllabus determines the basic content of instructions in a given subject and the 

range of knowledge and skills which the pupils must acquire and establish in detail, the 

themes and individual points to be studied in each school year. The syllabus is a refined 

detail of the curriculum at a particular stage of learning for a particular subject. 

The syllabus is a contract between faculty members and their students designed to 

answer students’ questions about a course, as well as inform them about what will happen 

should they fail to meet course expectations. It is also a vehicle for expressing accountability 

and commitment overtime, the notion of a syllabus as a contract has grown more literal but 

is not in fact an enforceable contract. 

Hutchinson and Waters- define that syllabus as a document which says what will be 

(least what should be) learnt. 

Syllabus is significant in school education due to the following reasons: 

• Syllabus informs students about objectives of the course. 

• Provides a kind of contract between instructors and students to document 

expectations for assignment and grade allocations. 

• Provides a guiding reference as a resource to which students, instructors all 

can refer for logistical information 

• It holds all the information you need to know regarding what is expected of 

you and what you need to do to prepare for each class. 

• Helps instructor to prepare and organize the course. 

• Conveys to students a clean idea of the course content and knowledge, they 

will gain throughout the course. 

• Teacher and students are brought together. 

• Helps to avoid conflicts with the other courses. 

• Provides strategies for evaluating students’ achievement. 

• Provides appropriate teaching strategies to a subject. 
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Curriculum Syllabus 

1]  A blue print of a whole level/stage of 

education system 
Content IndexList of books to read and for 

higher studies 

2]  Achievable aims and objectives of a 

whole stage 
Achievable objectives, aims of each 

subject 

3]  Its objective is all-round development 

of the child 

It  is  supplementary  to  achieve  the 

objectives 

4] Wide scope/meaning. Rigid scope /meaning 

5]  Includes content, learning experiences 

and learning activities 
Only includes content 

6] Indicates curricular, co-curricular 

activities. 

Only indicates curricular activities 

7]  Understand able to both teachers and 

students 

Only to teachers 

8]  No specific time to fulfill. Time is specified 

9]  Helps to prepare syllabus It is a part of curriculum 

10] Source of school activities. Only limited to classroom activities. 

 

 

• Provides rationale for the subjects.Example- Why subject is included in the 

curriculum and its relationships. 

Though syllabus focus on particular subjects and curriculum is related to all-round 

development of a student skill, both are connected to each other. We can say that syllabus 

is essentially a part of curriculum. Curriculum and syllabus have their own significance in 

school education. 
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There are differences between the Curriculum and the Syllabus. 

Check your progress-3 

Some statements are given below.Read each one carefully and indicate the true 

statements with ‘✓’ and false statements with ‘x’ 

1] Syllabus is a descriptive of a course 

2. Syllabus gives a brief overview of the course objectives, course expectations, 

List of readings 

3] The syllabus is not a contract between faculty members and students 

4] Syllabus as a contract that is more enforceable 

5] Syllabus is a part of curriculum 
 

2.5.4. Let us summarise 

• School is a miniature of society. It is crucial in preparing children to become 

their future self. 

• In the school context, in formal curriculum we see three components such as - 

curriculum framework, syllabus and textbook. 

• Curriculum Framework is one of the most important tools in ensuring 

consistency and quality in a curriculum system. 

• Curriculum Framework in school education is needed since it helps to develop 

quality standards. It helps schools to plan and develop their own curricula. 

• Common elements in curriculum framework - introduction, current context, 

learning objectives and outcomes for each level. 

• Curriculum is a route map for the academic year. It is broader than schooling in 

a broader sense. It refers to total learning experiences of individuals not only in 

school but in society. 

• Curriculum is not only a study of academic subjects but also the sum total of all 

experiences that a pupil receives through the manifold activities. 

• Curriculum creates citizenry conscious of their rights and duties. Significant 

education seen as an impact on teachers, on administrators, on students. 

• Syllabus is a description of a course. It is a study outline, timeline of a particular 

course. It is significant in school education as it inform students about objectives 

of the course. 
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2.5.5. Answers to check your progress 

Check Your Progress- 1 

1. ‘x’, 2. ‘✓’, 3. ‘✓’, 4. ‘x’, 5. ‘✓’ 

Check Your Progress - 2 

1- ‘x’ 2- ‘✓’ 3- ‘✓’ 4- ‘x’ 5-‘✓’ 

Check your progress-3 

1-‘✓’ 2-‘✓’ 3-‘x’ 4-‘x’ 5-‘✓’ 
 

2.5.6. Unit end exercises 

Explain the significance of curriculum framework, curriculum and syllabus in the 

context of school education. 

2.5.7. References 

1. https://www.slideshare.net-Curriculum Framework 

2. https://classroom.com-Importance of Curriculum 

3. https://quora.com-Importance of Curriculum to Education 

4. www.edgloosary.org-Curriculum 

5. https://bokcenterharvard.com-Functions of the Syllabus 

6. www.academia.edu-Curriculum Framework 

7. https://www.ibe.unesco.org-Guidelines for Constructing Curriculum 

Framework for Basic Education. 

8. https://www.ncert.nic.in-Curriculum, Syllabus, Textbooks 

9. Importance of school education-9. https://blog.udemy.com 

10. J C Agarwal  [2006]: Teacher and Education in a Developing Society, Vikas 

Publishing House [Pvt] Ltd. New Delhi. 

 
 
 
 

************ 

http://www.slideshare.net-curriculum/
http://www.edgloosary.org-curriculum/
http://www.academia.edu-curriculum/
http://www.ibe.unesco.org-guidelines/
http://www.ncert.nic.in-curriculum/
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       B. Curriculum visualized at different levels- National level, State level, 

           School level, Class level and related issues. 

    Structure of the Unit 

2.6.1. Learning Objectives 

2.6.2. Introduction 

2.6.3. Learning Points and Learning Activities 

2.6.3.1. Curriculum visualized at Nation Level 

Check Your Progress-1 

2.6.3.2. Curriculum visualized at State Level 

Check Your Progress-2 

2.6.3.3. Curriculum visualized at Class Level 

Check Your Progress-3 

2.6.3.4. Curriculum visualized at Class Level 

Check Your Progress-4 

2.6.4. Let Us Summarize 

2.6.5. Answers to Check Your Progress 

2.6.6. Unit End Exercise 

2.6.7. References 
 

2.6.1. Learning Objectives 

After studying this Unit student, the student teachers will be able to 

• Clarify the curriculum visualized at Nation Level 

• Clarify the curriculum visualized at State Level 

• Clarify the curriculum visualized at School Level 

• Clarify the curriculum visualized at Class Level 
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2.6.2. Introduction 

In India, the central government establishes Board Education Policies for school 

curriculum development and management policies. These serve as guidelines for the 

states. Education in India is provided by the public sector, private sector, with control and 

funding coming from three levels – Central, State and Local. Though the curriculum at 

school level is decided basically be the state government, there is flexibility to adopt the 

curriculum at state, local and school levels. Let us discuss in this Unit, the Curriculum 

visualised at national, state, local and school level. 

2.6.3. Learning Points and Learning Activities 

2.6.3.1. Curriculum visualized at Nation Level 

In developing a society, first the school curriculum particularly in higher education 

must be developed to preserve the country’s national identity and to ensure its economy’s 

growth and stability. Nation has its role in providing education to its citizens. It is the 

responsibility of Nation to frame the effective curriculum to its students for effective learning 

and to their bright future. 

Curriculum at national level is a common program of study in schools that is designed 

to ensure nationwide uniformity of content and standards in education. It is usually 

legislated by the national government, possibly in consultation with state or other regional 

authorities. 

The national curriculum is a set of subjects and standards used by primary and 

secondary schools. It covers what subjects are taught and the standards children should 

reach in each subject. 

National Council of Educational Research and Training [NCERT] is the apex body 

located at New Delhi capital city of India. It makes the curriculum related matters for 

school education across India. The NCERT provides support, guidance, technical assistance 

to a number of schools in India and overseas many aspects of enforcement of education 

policies. 

Aims of curriculum at national level 

• Protection of environment, protection of natural resources 

• Without any discrimination of caste, race, gender, providing compulsory 

education to all children. 

• Providing equal opportunity to all children not only to the admission but also 

the successful outcome of the situations. 
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• Being 10+2+3 pattern into existence 

• Framing the national curriculum framework 

• Fixing minimum level of learning to each level of education 

• Bringing awareness among children about different culture and social system 

of people living at different parts of the nation. 

• Appreciation of the need of a balanced synthesizing between the continuity of 

country’s cultural heritage. 

• Bringing an awareness of inherent equality of all and need of global fraternity 

with a strong commitment to human values and to social justice. 

• Providing the knowledge of national symbols and desire and determination to 

uphold the ideals of national identity and unity. 

• Development of knowledge, skills, competence, attitudes, values that improve 

the quality of life of our children. 

• Ensuring the learning shifts from rote methods. 

• Promotes – improving quality of education and raising student achievement 

levels. 

• Flexible learning programmes providing   diverse and integrated   learning 

experiences to children. 

Features of National curriculum work. 

• Developing human resources to achieve aims of national development. 

• Broad foundation of general education to all who are studying at primary and 

secondary levels. 

• Common learning methods to primary and secondary levels 

• Selection of content which helps in achieving minimum level of learning 

• Child centered and activity based approaches in executing curriculum. 

• Restructuring the examination system, being continuous comprehensive 

evaluation which includes school and out of school activities. 
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Curriculum related issues at Nation Level 

• Focus on product instead of process. 

• Focus on societal needs as compared to individual. 

• Standards are written and enforced by non-educators 

• Usually has a subject matter focus rather than personalize for each student 

• Lack of professional freedom and judgement to teachers 

• Lack of student teacher interaction 

• Leads to testing lower level knowledge comprehension and memory emphasis 

• Lack of Creativity 

• Imposed ideologies and imposed religion 

• Does not realize the complexity of curriculum development 

• Does not account the characteristics of learners in local institutions 

• Curriculum plans are developed by subject area scholars than teachers. Are the 

subject area scholars are better equipped than teachers in the area of 

specialization? 

• Three Boards operate at national level and the curriculum will be framed by the 

respective boards. They are CBSE (Central Board of Secondary Education), 

ICSE(Indian Certificate of Secondary Education), NIS(National Institute of Open 

Schooling).The CBSE and ISC are recognized internationally and most 

universities abroad accept the final results of CBSE and ISC Examinations for 

admission purposes and as a proof of completion of secondary school. Central 

Board of Secondary Education [CBSE] sets curriculum from grades 1 to 12 and 

conducts examinations, that are called Board Examinations. 

• Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations [CISCE] sets curriculum 

from grades 1-12 and conducts examinations like the Indian Certificate of 

Secondary Education [ICSE – Class 10]. 

• The Indian School Certificate [ISC- Class 12] and Certificate in Vocational 

Education  [CVE-Class-12]. 
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Check Your Progress - 1 

Complete the incomplete statements with appropriate answers – 

1. The Indian Curriculum is rapidly gaining worldwide    

2. The aim of curriculum at nation level is to provide the knowledge of 

____________symbols  and  determination  to  uphold  the  ideas  of 

  and   

3. States frame curriculum on the basis of    

4. National Education Policy-1986 has put forth to develop__________and 

  in the curriculum. 

5. Standards determine what students should know and able to do in a variety 

of   
 

2.6.3.2 Curriculum visualized at State Level 

Curriculum at state level defines what students should know and be able to do at 

each grade level in their content areas – Languages, Science, Social Sciences, Physical 

Education, Technology education, Mathematics are studied. The curriculum should align 

with content standards and assessment programme. Objectives of curriculum provide 

teachers with very clear information about what specific learning should occur. States frame 

their own curriculum based on National Curriculum framework. 

The States are heavily involved in the establishment, selection, regulation of 

curriculum, teaching methods, instructional material in their schools. Consequently, each 

state has different standards and policies which may impact the quality of education offered. 

Schools however, offer courses and activities in the instructional program beyond 

those required by state statute. 

There are few curriculum bodies governing School education systems specially at 

state level. 

State Government Boards of Education 

Most of the state governments have at least one state board of secondary school 

education. The boards set curriculum from grades 1 to 12 and curriculum varies from state 

to state has more local appeal with examinations conducted in regional languages in addition 

to English. 

State level curriculum is considered less rigorous than central curriculums such as 

CBSE or ICSE/ISC. Other organizations that frame curriculum at state level are: 
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• National Institute of Open Schooling 

• Islamic Madarasas 

• Autonomous Schools – like Sri Aurobindo’s International School of Education, 

Pondicherry etc. 

• International Schools [Under International Baccalaureate] 

• Special Education [IEDC] – a special integrated education for disabled children. 

This program was started in 1974 with a focus on primary education, but which 

was converted to inclusive education at the secondary stage. 

State governments have insight into the kinds of skills that are useful to the local 

economy and can often recommend the specific class-room materials. An important 

consideration is the age, maturity and sophistication of the students to which educational 

materials are to be prevailed. It specially takes care of the cultural settings of the state. 

States have been providing more and more curricular guidance to local districts and 

schools. 

Four functions seem to be essential at the state level 

• States are responsible for developing curriculum frameworks. The term is used 

here to mean a set of statements guiding the standards for and development of 

curricula, along with a general description of the states assessment program. 

Broad goals should be kept in mind. 

• States are responsible for and implementing tests and other performance 

measures.A limited approach is best, states should focus their assessment efforts 

on the subject areas of languages, Science, Mathematics, Arts etc. Assessment 

should be limited to three transition points grades 5,8, and 12, such limited 

approach would give the state officials, district leaders, public, sufficient 

information to make major decisions without devoting too much time and energy 

to testing. 

• State should provide school districts with the resources needed to develop and 

implement high quality curriculum. Adequate fiscal resources and effective 

technical assistance seem to be the most important. 

• State Frameworks should be carefully evaluated while they are being produced. 

State standards which are necessary to curriculum consistencyare 

• are aligned with expectations 
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• are clear, understandable and consistent 

• Include rigorous content and application of knowledge through high order skills 

• are evidence based 

• build upon strengths and lessons of current state standards. 

Issues at State Level Curriculum 

• While planning the curriculum, local needs and preferences are not considered 

by local authorities. 

• Disagreement exists with respect to the nature and components of State 

frameworks. 

• Curriculum standards are often not supported with other systemic changes such 

as – new approaches to teacher education. 

• State initiatives may be seen as fragmented and often contradictory. 

• Limited resources and accompanying reducing staff. 

• Most state departments of education do not help local districts to implement 

the state standards. 

• State-wide competency assessments foster harmful instructional practices – 

such as retention and misuse of special education placement, while not 

encouraging school improvement. 

Issues can be resolved in the following ways: 

• Approaches should include new view of how students learn and by supporting 

interaction of all components of the curriculum. 

• The State Curriculum Framework should include components like Philosophy, 

rationale, goals, learner school outcomes, content standards, student 

performance standards, inter-disciplinary strategies etc. 

• Emphasis in assessment about competency and improvement of students and 

schools. 

• State standards should set according to needs of local schools. 

• Efforts made in upgrading the teacher’s quality and experience and othe 

involvement in curriculum development works. 
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Check Your Progress-2 

Some statements are given below. Read each one carefully and indicate the true 

statements with ‘✓’ and false statements with ‘x’ 

1. State’s standards and policies may not impact the quality of education offered. 

2. The CBSE and ISC are recognized internationally and most universities abroad 

accept their final results. 

3. States have been not providing efficient curricular guidance to local districts 

and schools. 

4. States are responsible for developing curriculum frameworks. 
 

2.6.3.3 Curriculum visualized at the School Level 

Curriculum in school education is crucially important as it provides a framework for 

all activities to be conducted in the school to achieve desirable quality of education. 

What is School Curriculum? 

School curriculum refers to a particular set of courses that a school or governing 

body designates but may also refer to a variety of activities designed to foster education 

and meet the needs of a learning community. 

In school curriculum, we see all the courses offered by an educational institution. It 

encompasses educational program, Syllabus, Schedule, Studies, Subjects and program of 

studies. Specified curriculum is followed which is planned, devised by the government or 

boards. The school boards have consistently been endeavouring for meaningful learning 

for its students in affiliated schools for meeting challenges of the present and the future. 

Board focuses on creating a learning environment that helps develop confident and 

enterprising citizens who would promote harmony and peace and bring glory to this great 

Nation. Schools offer curriculum that is effective to students and easier for teachers to do 

their job, schools make necessary changes that will help both teachers and students get 

through the year better. 

Aims of Curriculum at School Level- 

• To enhance self-awareness and explore innate potentials. 

• To promote capabilities related to goal setting 

• To inculcate values 

• Help to acquire the ability to utilize technology and information for the 

betterment of human kind. 
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• To promote physical fitness, health and well beingFoster cultural learning and 

international understanding in an interdependent society 

• Provide total learning experience 

• Promoteskill development 

Points to be considered while framing curriculum at school level 

• Curriculum in school must be based on legitimate, pedagogical concerns. These 

concerns include teaching material/classroom expression. 

• The school curriculum can be enriched with local stories, history and community 

experiences. 

• At primary education curriculumis a cultural reproduction. This image assumes 

that the school curriculum should be directly linked to the cultural aspects and 

it should reflect the culture within the school, community and the broader society 

focuses on productive and meaningful learning experiences through curriculum. 

• Curriculum emphasizes general education, covers basic subjects such as reading, 

writing, arithmetic, supplemented by History, Geography, General Science and 

Civics.  All in the state schools, English is required from Standard V. 

• In the Secondary education, two stages lower [Standards IX & X] and the higher 

[Standards XI & XII] stages are controlled by the state and the central boards. 

(New policy has proposed different structure and the pattern changes 

accordingly) 

• In operational sense, the secondary curriculum is learner-centered with school 

being a place where student would be acquiring various skills, building self- 

concept, sense of enterprise, aesthetic sensibilities and sportsmanship, therefore, 

for the purpose of fostering core competencies in learners this curriculum 

encompasses seven major learning areas from scholastic and co-scholastic points 

of view. Scholastic—— Languages, Social Sciences, Mathematics and 

Science.Co-Scholastic—— Work education, Art Education, Health and Physical 

Education. 

Functions of Curriculum at the School level 

• Develop the school’s vision of a high-quality curriculum building on the districts 

vision. 

• Supplement the district educational goals. 
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• Develop its own program of studies within district guidelines. 

• Develop learning centered schedule. 

• Determine nature and extent of curriculum integration. 

• Provide staff development for all teachers who will use the curriculum guide. 

• Align the written, tested, supported, taught and learned curricula. 

• Monitor and implementation of the curriculum. 

• Evaluate the curriculum. 

Overall administration of school education is shared by the central department of 

education and the state ministries of education. 

Issues in curriculum at school level. Teachers themselves are not trained and efficient 

• Lack of focus on skill development 

• Lack of Team work 

• Applying a prescribed curriculum to all types of students. 

Issues can be solved in the following ways: 

• Teacher should be well trained and they should update their knowledge which 

helps in student’s learning and building nation. 

• Individual differences, skill development must be emphasized in curriculum 

development at School level. 

Check Your Progress – 3 

Explain the issues of curriculum at school level and suggest how to solve the issues. 
 

2.6.3.4. Curriculum visualized at Class Level 

A classroom curriculum can be described as the teaching and learning that takes 

place in classrooms and other educational settings. At the heart of the classrooms curriculum 

are teachers’ decisions based on evidences about student learning and effective practice. 

The curriculum at classroom refers to the lessons and academic content taught in a 

school or in a specific course or program. 

Some important questions related to class curriculum are: 

• What is important to be given? 

• Where are my students at present? 
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• What strategies are most likely to help my students to learn? 

• What happened as a result of the teaching and what are the implications for 

future teaching? 

• What are the next steps to be followed to make learning more effective? 

Class Syllabus includes – 

• Goals and objectives of learning, materials and expectation from the students’ 

[Knowledge and Skills]. 

• Available materials include whole school, year level and classroom planning 

linked to curriculum learning areas. 

• Schools can adopt materials to suit individual student’s learning needs and 

local context. 

• In classroom, we see intended and hidden curriculum – students learn because 

of the way in which the work of school is planned and organized but which are 

not in themselves overtly included in the planning or even in the consciousness 

of those responsible for the school arrangement. 

A Lesson Plan is a curriculum used by the teacher in classroom. The lesson in each 

piece of curriculum are designed to help every style of learning and support students with 

varying emotional and behavioural needs. The day to day lessons and activities should 

always support the learning goals articulated by the curriculum. Student appreciate 

understanding what their learning goals are and how each lesson brings them closer to 

understanding. 

Teacher develops their own unit-plan which helps to master specialized classroom 

discourse. Unit is not just a curriculum artefact but it is also a mapping process that 

enables teacher to think carefully about research supported teacher learner content 

interactions, within a unifying theme. A unit guides in sequence and process of skills and 

knowledge acquisition described in more granular detail by lesson plans. 

Classroom functions with respect to curriculum: 

• To enrich the curriculum 

• Develop long term planning calendar to implement the curriculum. 

• To develop units of study 

• To individualize the curriculum 

• To evaluate the curriculum 
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• To implement the curriculum, helping all students to achieve mastery 

• Emphasize on individual differences among students. 

The classroom curriculum identifies  the learning outcomes, standards and core- 

competencies that student must demonstrate before advancing to the next level. 

The Classroom curriculum reassures students that they are on right track to reach 

their goals and achieving desired skills. Thus, classroom curriculum determines how to 

teach a subject and sequence concepts to be taught in such a way that it flows, hand on 

class room activities can be integral to any subjects, which enhances student’s experiences. 

Issues 

• Curriculum is not helping to develop personality of a child. 

• Lack of empathy and support between students 

• Teachers are working too many roles at the same time. 

• Does not cater to individual differences of students. 

• Applying a prescribed curriculum to all types of students 

• Values and motivations vary by classroom What works in one classroom often 

would not work in next period. 

• Pre-packaged curricula undermine teachers’ professionalism and agency 

• Cultural sensitivity does not come in a package [Curriculum]. 

• Inadequate emphasis on learner needs and interests as well as their 

developmental levels. 

• Classroom size - if the size exceeds 30, teacher cannot pay attention to every 

student in a classroom. 

• Poverty – Affects student learning at classroom. 

• Technology – Students love of technology distract them from school work. 

• Student attitudes and behaviour – Apathy and disrespect for teachers assume 

major problem facing classroom today.  It is more in secondary school. 

• Parent involvement – Interfering with educational process. 

Issues can be solved in the following ways: 

• Flexibility, Intention and Judgement needed by teachers in class work 

• Cultural sensitivity in activities 
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• Individual needs, interests will enhance student learning.  Curriculum should 

serve all types of learners. 

• Social adaptation and development of the learner should be emphasized. 

• Classroom size should not exceed 30 students. 

• There are ways the parents can become involve and support their children 

education 

• Curriculum should cater to child’s needs, development of team work, individual 

differences, teacher role and quality aspects. 

Check your progress – 4 

Complete the statements by selecting appropriate answers given in brackets. 

1. The term curriculum refers to Students’ (learning/instructional 

goals) 

2. A Lesson Plan is a form of curriculum framed by the    

(teacher/ student) 

3. School can adopt materials to suit individual student’s learning needs in the 

  (local/global context). 

4. Curriculum at school level reassures that the students are on the right track 

according to (state policies/ global policies) 

2.6.4. Let us Summarise 

• A curriculum at national level is a common program of study in schools that is 

designed to ensure nationwide uniformity of content and standards in education. 

• National Council for Educational Research and Training, makes the curriculum 

related matters for school education across India. 

• Aims of the National Curriculum - Providing equal opportunity to all children 

• Due to National Education Policy 1986, few factors are made compulsory in 

curriculum 

• There are basic features of National Curriculum work which need to be 

considered at every stage 

• There are number of issues related to Curriculum and need to be settled. 

• Curriculum at state level defines what students should know and be able to do 

at each grade/level in content areas – Languages, Science, Mathematics etc. 


