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Introduction 

 

Kinship, Family and Marriage 

Kinship is a method of reckoning relationship. In any society, every normal adult individual belongs to 

two different nuclear families. The family in which he was born and the family in which he make 

relation through marriage. This universal fact of individual membership in two families gave rise to 

Kinship system. The tribes of India are divided into lineages. Study of kinship is very useful for 

understanding the elements of social organization as they serve the mechanism of organizing social 

activities and coordinating social relations. Kinship generally traced from an ego. All persons having 

relationship with an ego are defined in terms of kinship system. The most profound impact of kinship 

ties on the social life may be felt through kinship usages found in every society. Kinship usage‘s among 

the tribes of India present very interesting and significant spectacle. 

 

Family is the basis of human society. Relationship between the members of the family is formed based 

on marriage and descent. Variation in the forms of family is quite natural. This depends on the ways of 

marriage and economic system. 
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Characteristic of Tribal Family: 

A family has a limited size. 

The relationship between the members of the family is of permanent nature. (iii)Husband and wife are 

permanent sexual partners. 

At least one member of the family has to be bread earner for all the members. 

Members have a common habitation. (vi)Members have a common nomenclature. 

Classification of the Family: 

On the Basis of Marriage 

a. Monogamous Family   b. Polygynous Family c. Polyandrous Family 

On the Basis of Structure 

a. Nuclear Family b. Joint Family c. Extended Family 

 

On the Basis of Residence 

a. Patrilocal Family b. Matrilocal Family 

On the Basis of Ancestry and Property Inheritance 

a. Patrilineal Family b. Matrilineal Family 

On the Basis of Blood Relationship 

a. Consanguineous Family b. Conjugal Family 

 

Family appears as a result of marriage and it continues through marriage. Therefore it is very important 

institution without which the society could never be sustained. Edward Westermarck defined 

―marriage as the more or less durable connection between male and female lasting beyond the mere act 

of propagation till after the birth of offspring‖. Monogamy is a form of marriage in which no man may 

be married to more than woman at a time. Majority of Indian tribes practices monogamy. Polygamy , 

that is marriage to more than one person. Among Indian tribes, there are many who are following this 

type of matrimonial alliance. Polygamy has two aspects: (1) Polygyny (2) Polyandry. 

 

Preferential Marriage and Prohibitions 

The following are some of the popular types of ‗preferential‘ marriage prevalent among the Indian 
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tribes: 

Cousin Marriage 

Cross-cousin marriage 

Parallel-cousin marriage 

Levirate 

Sororate 

 

Ways of Acquiring Mates 

Nine important ways of acquiring a mate have been found to be popular among the Indian tribes: 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know Tribes? 

Tribes are the indigenous or autochthonous population of Indian subcontinent. Tribal society is often 

referred as ‗primitive society‘ or ‗pre-state society‘, or ‗Folk society‘ or even a simple society. 

From 1971 through the census 1931, the term referring Tribes undergo successive changes, involving 

primarily   changes   in   descriptive   adjective   such   as   ―aboriginal‖   or   ―depressed   classes‖.   After 

Independence the word Scheduled Tribe arrives or they simply called as Adivasi. 

 

Ralph Linton defines Tribe as a-In its simplest form the tribe is a group of bands occupying a 

contiguous territory or territories and having a feeling of unity deriving from numerous similarities in 

culture, frequent contacts, and a certain community of interest. 

 

According to D. N. Majumdar, tribe define as 

Territorial affiliation 

Endogamous 

No specialization of function 

Ruled by Tribal officers 

By Probation By Elopement 

By Purchase 
Ways of Acquiring Mates 

By Exchange 

By Capture By Service 

By Intrusion 

By Trial 
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United in language 

Distance with other tribes or castes 

Beliefs and customs 

Illiberal of naturalization of ideas from alien sources 

Conscious of homogeneity of ethnic and territorial integration 

 

Tribal community constitute 8.61% of the total population of the country, numbering 104.28 million 

(2011 Census) and cover about 15% of the country‘s area. The fact that tribal people need special 

attention can be observed from their low social, economic and participatory indicators. Whether it is 

maternal and child mortality, size of agricultural holdings or access to drinking water and electricity, 

tribal communities lag far behind the general population. These indicators underline the importance of 

the need of livelihood generating activities based on locally available resources so that gainful 

employment opportunities could be created at the doorstep of tribal people. 
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Kharis, 
Garo, 
Angamis, 
Phom, 

1. North-Eastern 
zone 

The mundas, 
Santals, 
Oraons, 
Bhils,  
Gonds, 
Birors, 
Khond, 
Baiga, 
Korku 

2. Central zone 

Chenchu, 
Todas, 
Irulas, 
Paniyans, 
Kurumbas, 
Kadars 

3. South zone 

Although tribes are scattered all over the India but they are chiefly centered into three zones: 

 

 

Territorially, tribes in India are divided into three main zones, namely (1) North-North- Eastern Zone, 

(2) Central Zone and (3) Southern Zone. 

 

North-Eastern Zone: 

 

Eastern Kashmir, Eastern Punjab. Himachal Pradesh, Northern Uttar Pradesh, Nagaland, Assam etc. 

constitute this zone. The Aka, the Mishmi, the Chulikata and the Naga are some of the tribes of this 

zone. 

 

Central Zone: 

 

Bihar, Bengal, Southern U.P., Southern Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa come under this zone. 

The Kondh, the Santhal, the Bhil, the Gond, the Muria and the Baiga are only a few of the large number 

of tribes of this zone. The bulk of the tribal population lives in this zone. There is a very high 

concentration of tribal population in central India. Over 85 per cent of the total tribal population 

inhabits the eight States that constitute this zone. 

 

Southern Zone: 
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The Southern zone is consisted of four Southern States – Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and 

Kerala. The Toda, the Chenchu, the Kadar and the Koraga are some of the important tribes of this zone. 

Besides these main zones, there is another isolated zone constituting the Andaman and Nicobar Island 

in the Bay of Bengal. The Jarawa, the Andamanese and the Nicobarese are the important tribes of this 

zone. 

 

North-Eastern Zone: A large number of tribes agglomerate in the areas namely the Assam, Manipur, 

and Tripura. The tribal areas of Eastern Kashmir, East Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and Northern U.P 

also come under this zone. The major tribes are Nagas, Khasis, Garos. 

 

THE GARO 

The Garo tribe shows tradition of shifting cultivation. The main concentration of this tribe is found in 

the Garo hills of Meghalaya. A sizable population also lives in Bangladesh, West Bengal, Nagaland, 

Mizoram and Tripura. The Garos call themselves achik-mande (achik denotes hill and mande denotes 

man). There regionally divisions known as Chatchi. Each regional group (Chatchi) is again divided into 

a number of clans (machang). 

 

Mostly families are matrilocal i.e. bridegroom comes to reside in the house of brides‘ mother after 

marriage. clans are reckoned through mothers.Though mother is the person in supreme command in a 

Garo family, yet father is responsible for the subsistence of the family members. A sharp division of 

labor is found to exist in a Garo family. Regional groups are endogamous in nature but the clans are 

strictly exogamous. Monogamy is common among Garo but polygamy is also prevelant in some places. 

In Garo tribes, a man can marry maximum three times with the permission from first wife ( zik 

mamong) and his second wife must be elder sister of first wife. Some of them are found to marry their 

widow mother-in-law. 

 

The marriage rules are designed in such a way that a person can keep the whole property of his in- 

law‘s house under control. The custom of bride price is not seen in Garo tribes. Kinship terminology is 

of classificatory type. Terms of address are common for father, Father‘s brothers, mother‘s brothers, 

and mother‘s sisters‘ husbands and father‘s sister‘s husbands. In the same manner, female relatives in 

the status of mother are designated as a common term. A couple can easily get divorced on the basis of 

adultery or physical defects. 
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THE KHASI 

 

The Khasi is a matrilocal community who lives mainly in the Khasi and Jaintia in the state of 

Meghalaya. Some Khasi are found in Garo hills, North Cachar hills and also along the northern and 

southern slopes down to the Bramputra and Surma Valleys. The tribe is divided into four main sub- 

groups: 

The Khynriam Khasi or Upland Khasi 

The Phar Khasi of the Jaintia hills 

The War Khasi 

The Bhoi Khasi 

 

 

http://www.apagemedia.com/Content/images/gallery/photo/Photo_2738.jpg 

 

The Khasi are monogamous. The clan of Khasi tribe is reckoned through the mothers. Position of 

Women is very high in the society. Mothers are regarded as a custodian of family rites and religious 

performances. Choosing mate from one‘s own clan is regarded as a great sin. Young men and women 

are permitted considerable freedom in the choice of mates and in premarital Sexual relations.They are 

permitted to marry the children of maternal uncle or children of father‘s own sister. The bond of 

marriage is very strong among this tribe. Marriage to a deceased wife's elder sister is prohibited. This is 

the only form of the sororate found among the Khasi. The levirate does not obtain in Khasi society. 

A man becomes a member of his wife‘s clan and lives with his wife in her house. Income of son-in-law 

is solely handed over to the mother-in-law for the maintenance of the family. All sons of the family 
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Naga tribe 

 Agriculture 
 Angami is Monogamous 
 Lhota and Semas are polygamous 
 High bride price 
 Freedom of selection of mate 
 Divorce is common 
 Youngest son inherits all property 

leave their family orientation after marriage. Mother‘s elder brother get special attention in Khasi 

society and management is under his control. The ancestral property is passes through the female line. 

The youngest daughter inherits the largest share of the property. The sons have no right on the property. 

Mother‘s residential house usually goes to the youngest daughter. 

THE NAGAS 

The total population of the Angami is around 12 million. Agriculture is the main occupation. The 

design of the clothes worn by the Angami men and women are quite different from each other. 

The Angami are monogamous. There are two forms of marriage—one ceremonial, the other non- 

Ceremonial. The ceremonial form is desired as a symbol of status .The nonceremonial form involves 

the taking of a woman to the house of a man where they remain kenna (forbidden) for one day. Women 

are allowed freedom of choice in the selection of mates. Marriage-prices are high. Polygamy is not 

allowed in Naga. Divorce is allowed and is common. The wife gets one-third of the couple's joint 

property, exclusive of land. The divorced and widowed are permitted to remarry. 

 

 

http://i239.photobucket.com/albums/ff222/varunsolanki/Ethnic%20Arts%20India/naga-tribe.jpg 
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By contrast, the Lhota are polygynous, a husband having as many as three wives. Young girls are 

preferred. Arranged marriages are the norm with women having no Freedom of choice in the selection 

of a spouse. A husband may also allow his brother or nearest relative on his father's side to have 

conjugal access to his wife when he is absent for any length of time. The Semas are polygynous. A 

Sema husband is allowerd to have as many as five to seven wives. Part of the betrothal process involves 

the husband's construction of a marital home with materials gathered from the fields of his parents and 

the parents of his wife. The typical Angami household contains about five persons: a husband, a wife, 

two to three children, possibly an aged and widowed parent, and perhaps a younger unmarried brother. 

An Angami man cannot leave property to anyone outside of his clan or kindred without considerable 

complication. If no special provisions have been made, the next male heir within a kindred usually 

inherits a man's property. When sons marry, they receive their portions. When the father dies, the 

youngest son inherits all property including the father's house. The inheritance of adopted sons is 

determined at the time of adoption. 

 

 

Central Zone: It covers the area of Bihar, Bengal, Southern U.P., Southern Rajasthan, Madhya 

Pradesh and Orissa come under this zone. The Santhal, the Bhil, the Gond, the Mundas, oraons, Birhors 

and the Baiga are only a few of the large number of tribes of this zone. The bulk of the tribal population 

lives in this zone. Over 85 per cent of the total tribal population inhabits the eight States  that constitute 

this zone. The major tribes are: 

 

THE SANTHALS 

The third largest tribal community of India with a population of 4,260,842, they are distributed in the 

states of Bihar, West Bengal, Odissa and Tripura. The Santhal inhabiting the state of Assam are not a 

scheduled tribe. 

The Santals are divided into 12 clans and 164 subclans. They are patrilineal and endogamous. Their 

principal function is ceremonial and referential. The clans ( paris ) are ranked according to old 

functional divisions: the Kisku were kings, the Murmu priests, etc. There is a ban on intermarriage. The 

ranking of clans is reflected in a slight tendency to hypergamy. Sub-clan hierarchy is expressed in terms 

of senior/junior distinctions as well as pure/impure; subclan identities focus on modes of sacrifice. The 

Santali name for marriage is called ―Bapla‖ 
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In Santal society, marriage is one of sacred event of life and it adds up considerable respect in society. 

It is strictly forbidden for any Santhal to marry within his or her own sept (Parish). He is allowed to 

marry into any other septs or sub-septs to which his/her mother belonged. There are some septs, which 

never intermarry with another in consequence of some feuds between   families.   Similarly, a Tudu 

male never marries a Besra female and vice versa. These customs are no longer in effective prevalent in 

day-to-day life of Santals. However, myths and tales associated with feud are still told among the 

Santals. Girls are married as adults mostly to men of their own choice. In Santhal marriage, there is no 

restriction of age. The bride may be younger, older or of equal age with bridegroom.  

There are two types of marriage practiced by Santals- the marriage arranged by Raibar (match maker) is 

the regular form of marriage. 

THE GONDS 

The Gonds are the tribal community mostly found in the Gond forests of the central India. They are 

widely spread in the Chhindwara District of Madhya Pradesh, Bastar district of Chhattisgarh and also in 

the parts of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and Orissa. The name by which the Gonds call themselves is 

Koi or Koitur which means unclear. It is one of the largest tribal groups in the world. 

 

A marriage among the Gonds is the monogamous. Selection of a man and a woman based on mutual 

choice with the approval of the tribal council.They consider adultery as a sin and think that punished by 

the ancestral spirits that can cause crop failure or an epidemic among humans and cattle. The essential 

wedding rite consists of the groom walking with his bride seven times around a wedding post erected in 

the center of the wedding booth. Boys and girls marry when they attain maturity. 

 

Nowadays the Gonds follow the rural Hindu population and parents arrange the marriage when children 

are still young. The father of the groom has to pay a bride-price, depending upon the position and 

wealth of the two families. Cross-cousin marriages are prevalent in Gond. A Gond can have more than 

one wife, polygyny being restricted only by the capability of the man to support a number of wives. 

The Gonds practice the sororate and the levirate. Gonds who are too poor to pay the bride-price and the 

wedding expenses contract a Service marriage. Families with no sons prefer such a marriage 

arrangement. The Gonds permit divorce . A divorce requires the legal sanction of the tribal council of 

the village. Family is patrilineal and property distribute to the sons equally. A widow usually remains in 

the house, which is inherited by her youngest son. 
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THE BHILS 

 

Bhils are popularly known as the bow men of Rajasthan. They forms the largest tribe of the whole 

South Asia. Bhils are mainly divided into two main groups the central or pure bills and eastern or 

Rajput Bhils. The central Bhils are found in the mountain regions in the Indian states of Madhya 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujrat and Rajasthan. Bhils are also found in the north eastern parts of Tripura. 

 

Clan exogamy is strictly enforced everywhere. In some areas, such as Sabar Kantha and the Panch 

Mahals, cross-cousin marriage with the daughter of one's father's sister is preferred. Polygyny among 

the Bhils is quite common. Bhils marry at around 14-16 years for boys and 11-13 years for girls. A 

boy's first wife is expected to be a virgin. Residenc established after the girl's first menstruation, couple 

is highly dependent on their parents for guidance and assistance for several more years. Tribal 

endogamy is preferred, therefore intermarriage is often spatially restricted to a 35- to 40-kilometer 

radius. Although polygyny is accepted, the high bride-price to be paid, especially for a virgin first wife, 

is an important reason for the prevalence of monogamy among the Bhils. Sororal unions often occur 

among polygynous marriages, leviratic alliances are quite rare. Most marriages fall in one of five 

categories: contract marriages, elopements, mutual attraction, and marriage by service, and abduction. 

 

A married woman sets up residence in her husband's village, in a new house built near his father's 

homestead. A son is generally given some farmland and a few head of cattle with which he may subsist 

and provide for his own family. The dissolution of a marriage is often initiated by the woman, who, 

dissatisfied with her husband, abandons him, frequently eloping with another man. 

 

The basic coresidential unit is the nuclear family, comprising a couple and their unmarried children. As 

sons marry, the nuclear family loses its commensal nature but solidarity continues as a joint family 

evolves. 

 

Upon the death of father his property and debts are divided among his sons, maximum proportion of 

wealth goes to a senior brother. A daughter receives an inheritance only if she has no male Siblings. 

 

THE MUNDA 

The main concentration of the Munda tribe is inhabited in the West Bengal, Odissa, Madhya Pradesh 
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and Assam. The members of Munda community refer themselves as Horo, the superior man. The 

people believe themselves as the descendants of the Supreme god. Risley (1891) had observed thirteen 

sub-tribes among the Mundas. Some well-known clans are Hansda, Kachchap, Lang, Tuli, etc. 

 

Families are usually patrilineal, extended in type but nuclear families are also common. Some families 

are polygamous. Kinship terminology show both classificatory and denotative terminology. Kinship 

terminologies include some Hindi as well as Bengali terms, according to nature of exposure. Marriage 

rules of the Mundas follow sub-group endogamy and clan exogamy. Lineages are exogamous. Marriage 

solemnizes in bride's house. Pre-marriage ritual,'betrothal' is important where boy's guardians pay a 

visit to the bride's for finalization of the marriage proposal. This custom is known as 'marang- para'. 

Bride price is frequent in Munda tribe. 

On the day of Marriage, a wedding March is arranged from groom's house to the bride's place.  Divorce 

is permitted but no compensation has to be paid. Different types of marriage are allowed in this tribe 

like polygyny, junior levirate, junior sororate and cousin marriage have a special sanction. 

Irrigated land, the family home, fruit trees, and most movables are inherited in the direct patrilineal line. 

The eldest son receives the most, though not normally everything, as the new head of the Family. In 

some cases, the sons who have remained at home are favored. In default of sons, the closest collateral 

agnate or an uxorilocally living son-in-law inherits. There is some matrilineal inheritance of female 

clothes and ornaments, but women cannot inherit land, because they marry out of the clan. 

 

THE BIRHORS 

The birhors is mainly a nomadic tribe but majority of them has settled down. They are distributed in the 

hilly areas of the state of Bihar, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal. Word Birhor means 'people 

of the forest. 

Birhors live in small bands (Tanda) which consist of two to twenty-four families belot to one or more 

clans. The Society is patriarchal; the families are patrilineal and patrilocal in nature. The family is the 

smallest unit of Birhor society Family consists of Father, mother and Children. When children grow up 

they move to different Tanda. Birhors follow the rules of tribal and clan endogamy. A Birhor boy is 

supposed to get married with a Birhor girl, but the clan of the boy and the girl should not be same. 

Tandas or bands have families of different clans but they follow the rule of tanda exogamy. At the time 

of marriage, the blood relationship is explored. The marriage between a boy and a girl is possible only 

when they are not related up to three generations from the father‘s and the mother‘s side. 
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Birhors follow the practice of bride price. Responsibility of marriage is done by father. The father of 

the boy approaches the father of the girl. When they agrees, the father of the boy settles the bride price 

with father of the girl and the marriage is fixed. 

 

Marriage alliance between members of same clan is never accepted. They use same term of address for 

persons who are in same genealogical relationship. The kinship system is classificatory in type. Only 

legitimate children acquire social status in the Society. In Birhor community, bride price is in vogue. 

Monogamy is common. Property is inherited to the son of the family. 

 

THE TODA 

 

The word ‗Toda‘ derived from the name ‗Tundra‘- the sacred tree of todas. The Toda people are a 

small pastoral community who live on the isolated Nilgiri plateau of Southern India. The Toda 

traditionally live in settlements consisting of three to seven small thatched houses, constructed in the 

shape of half-barrels and spread across the slopes of the pasture. They traditionally trade  dairy products 

with their Nilgiri neighbor people. Toda religion centers on the buffalo consequently, rituals are 

performed for all dairy activities as well as for the ordination of dairymen-priests. 

Todas are strictly endogamous i.e marriage alliances occur exclusively within a tribe. The tribe is 

divided into two moiety‘- Tartharol and Teivaliol. The member of Tartharol considers themselves 

superior. Therefore former remains in charge of the sacred buffaloes, whereas the worker come from 

the Teivaliol. Each moiety is sub-divided into a number of clans. Tartharol possesses 12 clans and 

Teivaliol posses 6 clans. Each clan is exogamous, patrilineal and territorial in nature. Each clan further 

divides into two sub-clans: Kudr and Polm. A sub-clan is divided into a number of families. Toda 

exhibit Polyandrous type of families. A woman with her multiple husbands with children usually from 

this type of family. If the husbands are brothers,the family is called ‗fraternal polyandrous family‘. In 

this family sociological fatherhood is more important than biological fatherhood. The kinship system of 

Toda is emphasized on classificatory terms i.e each term of designation denotes a number of relatives in 

the same rank, belonging to particular sex. Marriage proposals for girls came at the age of five or six. 

Due female infanticide there is very large difference in sex ratio between male and female so polyandry 

get sanction in the society. Both type of cross-cousin marriage are in vogue in Toda society. In all 

cases, Bride price is compulsory. Descent is patrilineal. Property passes from father to legal sons, 
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Female have no right on property. 

THE CHENCHU 

The chenchu is food-gathering tribe of Andhra Pradesh. Some Chenchu also live near states like Orissa, 

Tamil nadu and Karnataka. The word Chenchu means a person living under a tree(chettu). Chenchu is 

endogamous in nature. A clan is further divided into families. The families are nuclear type, based on 

monogamy. Polygyny is rare in occurance. The community never exhibit joint or extended family. 

Married sons with their wife and children live in separate huts. The family is Patrilineal and Patrilocal. 

The kinship system is classificatory as well as bilateral in type. The Affinal kins are distinguished from 

the Consanguineal kins, the Chenchus count both the father and mother line in determining the descent. 

Marriage takes place either by negotiation or by elopement. Cross-cousin marriage is preferred in the 

community. When guardians do not give consent for a marriage, the boy elopes the girl and goes to 

another village and return after few months or a year when their guardians‘ anger is subsided and 

couple is accepted in the family. Widow of Chenchu society is allowed for second marriage. This 

society is strictly patriarchal. Father‘s property is inherited by the sons. Distribution is equal among 

sons but sometimes elder brother gets more. Two types of property is recognized-personal and 

communal. Usually woman do not get anything in father‘s property, they inherit mother‘s ornaments, 

solely. 

 

IRULAS 

 

Irulas inhabit the area of the Nilgiri Mountains of Tamil Nadu and Kerala. A scheduled tribe, their 

population in this region is estimated at 25,000 people. TheIrula speak Irula, which belongs to the 

Dravidian family. Monogamous marriage is the rule, but a few polygamous marriages occur. The Irula 

form an endogamous caste with twelve exogamous patricians (in Sanskrit gotras, in Tamil kulams 

)Polyandry is extremely rare. Sororate and levirate remarriages is not prevalent. Irula men can marry 

sisters of their deceased wives. Nowadays the young man's parents go to the bride's house, after they 

are certain that she is in a marriageable clan. The bride-price, now usually the standardized amount of 

Rs 101 and 50 paisa, is paid in the presence of elders from both sides. Then the date for the marriage is 

fixed. In the house or within a temporary shelter ( pandal ) erected near the house, the groom in the 

most pertinent act of the marriage ceremony and in conformity with the widespread practice in southern 

India, ties a necklace ( tali, provided by his maternal uncle) around the bride's neck). The establishment 

of a separate patrilocal household after marriage is the norm. Conforming with the widespread practice 
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in southern India, the wife usually returns to her paternal home in her seventh month of pregnancy and 

remains there until after her infant is delivered. A woman's inability to bear a child is not considered 

grounds for divorce, an Irula man may marry another woman if his first wife cannot conceive. He then 

is married to both women. The bride-price and any gift jewelry must be returned to the husband's 

family after the divorce. The children from the marriage will remain with the father. 

 

Extended family still plays vital role. The brothers of a deceased husband are expected to care for the 

widow. The brothers of the widow may also care for her, if those of her deceased husband give their 

consent. 

Inherited property is divided equally among the sons upon the father's death. Purchased land units are 

similarly divided among the male descendants. 

 

Small and Isolated zone: In addition to these major geographical zones, there is also small and isolated 

zone which include Andaman and Nicobar Islands.Some important tribes are Jarwa, Onge, Sentineles, 

Shompen, Andamenese, Nicobarese etc.The major discussed is Andamanese. 

 

ANDAMANESE 

The Andamanese is a dying tribe who lives in Andaman island. The Andamanese is one of the four 

primitive tribes of Andaman island who still are at food gathering stage. The physical features of these 

people are short, dark complexion, frizzled hair, thick lips and flat nose. Andamanese used to make two 

kind of huts-ordinary or temporary hut and communal hut. Ordinary hut meant for a single family 

whereas the communal huts were like a camp to accommodate a number of families. A sharp decline  

of population is seen. No clans exist among these people. The society if Andamanese is patriarchial. 

Father is head of the family. The marriage took place according to the guardians selection. Marriage is 

settled for a boy abd a girl immediately after attaining puberty. Child mortality is very pronounced in 

the area. Most of the child do not survive more than two years. Although Andamanese form a very 

primitive social group, but their sense of generosity and hospitality is very remarkable. At present the 

community is guided by the chief. In older days, a chief had acquired his higher social position by dint 

of his extraordinary performance in hunting and fishing. 
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 SUMMARY  

Kinship is method of reckoning relationship and generally traced from an ego. Kinship usages is very 

important in every society. Relationship between the members of the family is formed based on 

marriage and descent. 

The following are some of the popular types of ‗preferential‘ marriage prevalent among the Indian 

tribes: 

1 Cousin Marriage 

Cross-cousin marriage 

Parallel-cousin marriage 

Levirate 

Sororate 

Family classify On the Basis of Marriage, On the Basis of Structure, On the Basis of Residence 

, On the Basis of Ancestry and Property Inheritance and  On  the  Basis  of  Blood  Relationship. Tribes 

classify on the basis of Geographical zones: 

North-Eastern Zone- It is a matrilineal tribe, clans are reckoned through mothers. Groups are 

endogamous, clans are strictly exogamous. Monogamy is prevalent. Kinship terminology is of 

classificatory type. Position of Women is very high in the society. Mother‘s elder brother get special 

attention. Example Garo and Khasis. Naga tribe- Angami is Monogamous while Lhota and Semas are 

polygamous, High bride price is seen. Freedom of selection of mate and Divorce is common. Youngest 

son inherits all property 

Central Zone-Santhal is patrilineal and endogamous. Their principal function is ceremonial and 

referential. There is a ban on intermarriage. The ranking of clans is reflected in a slight tendency to 

hyper gamy. The Santali name for marriage is called ―Bapla‖ It is strictly forbidden for any Santhal to 

marry within his or her own sept (Parish). The Gonds are patrilineal and property distribute to the sons 

equally. A marriage among the Gonds is the monogamous. Cross-cousin marriages are prevalent. 

Selection of a man and a woman based on mutual choice. They practice the sororate and the levirate. 

They consider adultery as a sin. Bhils clan exogamy is strictly enforced everywhere.In some areas 

cross-cousin marriage with the daughter of one's father's sister is preferred. Polygyny is quite common. 

A boy's first wife is expected to be a virgin. Tribal endogamy is preferred .Prevalence of monogamy. 

Family is of nuclear type. Birhors live in small bands (Tanda).The Society is patriarchal; the families 

are patrilineal and patrilocal in nature. It follows the rules of tribal and clan endogamy. Marriage 

alliance between members of same clan is never accepted. The kinship system is classificatory in type. 
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 Southern Zone –Toda are endogamous and patrilineal. The kinship system is emphasized on 

classificatory terms. Marriage proposals for girls came at the age of five or six. Cross-cousin 

      marriage are in vogue. Bride price is compulsory. Descent is patrilineal. Chenchu live near states 

like Orissa, Tamil nadu and Karnataka. The families are nuclear type, based on monogamy and 

Patrilineal and Patrilocal. The kinship system is classificatory as well as bilateral in type. Cross-cousin 

marriage is preferred in the community. Father‘s property is inherited by the sons. Irulas are 

Monogamous. Polyandry is extremely rare. Sororate and levirate remarriages are not prevelant.Family 

is extended. Inherited property is divided equally among the sons.Separate patrilocal household after 

marriage is the norm. . 

Isolated zone-The Andamanese is a dying tribe who lives in Andaman Island. Two kinds of huts: 

Ordinary hut meant for a single family whereas the communal huts were like a camp to accommodate a 

number of families. No clans exist among these people. The society is patriarchal. The marriage took 

place according to the guardians selection. Marriage is settled for a boy after a girl immediately after 

attaining puberty. 


