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SECONDARY STORAGE 
DEVICES

•This section of the memory is also referred to as 

backup storage.

•The storage capacity of primary storage is not 

sufficient to store the large volume so secondary 

storage.

•Secondary storage also know as external memory 

or auxiliary storage not directly accessible by the 

CPU.



SECONDARY STORAGE 
DEVICES

• HARD DISK

• FLOPPY DISK

• COMPACT DISK

• Tape Drives

• Micro Vault USB Storage Media



I). HARD DISK:

•Hard disk has the storage capacities of 

128GB,500GB,1 TB,2GB , 4 TB etc…

•CPU use the hard disk to load programs and 

data as well as to store data.

•To prevent hard disk crash must operate the PC 

within dust-free and cool room.





II). FLOPPY DISK

• It is a flexible circular disk of diameter 3. inches 

made of plastic coated with a magnetic material.

• It is a square plastic jacket.

• It can store 1.4 Mbytes of data.

•Data recorded on a floppy disk is read and stored 

in a computer’s memory by a device called a 

floppy disk drive.



• Some of it has limited life time.

• It has to be recycled periodically to keep them 

alive.

•A frequently recycled floppy will have a life 

time of 3 to 4 years.





III). COMPACT DISK:

•CD ROM uses a laser scam to record and read 

data along spiral tracks on a 51/4 disk.

•A disk can store around 650/00mb of 

information.

•CD-ROMs are normally used to store data as 

back up.

• Lots of information can be written on CD-

ROM and stored for future reference.





IV).TAPE DRIVES:

• It is one of the oldest of storage technologies.

• It can hold the most data on a single cartridge.

•A computer tape drive works similar to a tape 

recorder or a VCR.

• It is a sequential and not random access media.

• It access data slow so tap is mainly used for system 

backups and regular archiving of files and records.

• It can back up a couple hundred megabytes to 

several gigabytes of information in cheap price.





VII). MICRO VAULT USB 
STORAGE MEDIA

•Micro Vault media plugs directly into the 

computer’s BB port and acts just like another 

drive.

• It is small, Light, shock-proof and moisture proof.

•The device is recognized automatically when we 

connect it to the computer.

•By connecting it via USB, the files can be 

transferred by dragging and dropping.



•There are no cables or adaptors needed, no 

power cord and no driver software to install.

• It is  compatible with both Macintosh and 

Windows operating system.

•E.g power point presentation, digital photos, 

MPEG videos and MP3s etc.
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