
DEFINITION
• Secondary storage devices refers to storage

devices that are not constantly accessible by a

computer system. Such as- external hard

drive, cds, dvds etc.

• These are must be either plugged in or

inserted into the computer in order to be

accessed by the system.



TYPES

1. Magnetic memory

2. Optical memory

3. Solid state memory



1. MAGNETIC MEMORY

• Magnetic Drum

• A memory device consisting of a rotating metal 

cylinder with a magnetize able coating on its 

outer surface, usually used as a 

nonprogrammable random access memory.



1. MAGNETIC MEMORY

MAGNETIC  STRIPE CARD

Magnetic stripe card is a type of card capable of

storing data by modifying the magnetism of ting

iron-based magnetic particles on a band of

magnetic material on a card. It is also known as

swipe card or mag-stripe.

Magnetic stripe card is commonly used in credit

cards, identity cards etc.



MAGNETIC CORE MEMORY

Magnetic core memory is a random 

access memory system that consists of 

an array of ferrite toriods that are about 

11 mil in diameter.

 It is said to be non-volatile and will not 

loose its contents when the power is 

removed.



FLOPPY DISK

Floppy disks are a storage medium of thin

magnetic disk

 It is a removable, portable, cheap storage

medium.

They are used to transfer small amount of

data between computers

Access times are slow

1. MAGNETIC MEMORY



1. MAGNETIC MEMORY

EXTERNAL HARD DISK DRIVE

An external hard drive is a metal platter
coated with magnetic oxide that is
magnetized to represent data. You can access
information on the hard disk drive by
connecting it to the computer through the
USB port. It is not only very fast in accessing
files, but it is also more convenient as it has a
large capacity to store data for future use.



CD ROM

CD Rom stands for compact disk read

only memory. CD-ROM disk is shiny , 

silver color metal usually of 5.25 inch

(12cm) diameter. It is made of 

polycarbonate plastic having thin layer

of pure aluminum coating to make its

surface reflective. For some very good

quality disks , gold is used. 

2.OPTICAL STORAGE DEVICE



CD-R

WORM
CD

http://searchsecurity.techtarget.com/definition/worm
http://searchstorage.techtarget.com/definition/compact-disc


CD-RW
In a CD-RW, the dye is replaced with an

alloy that can change back and forth from a

crystalline form when exposed to a particular

light, through a technology called optical

phase change. The patterns created are less

distinct than those of other CD formats,

requiring a more sensitive device for

playback. Only drives designated as "Multi

Read" are able to read CD-RW reliably.

2.Optical Storage Device



3. SOLID STATE MEMORY

PENDRIVE

A small piece of equipment

that you connect to a

computer or other piece of

electronic equipment

to copy and store

information.



3. SOLID STATE MEMORY

Memory Cards
Many of our digital devices (cameras,

mobile phones, MP3 players, etc.)

require compact, non-volatile data

storage. Flash memory cards provide

this and come in a variety of shapes

and sizes.


